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RCMP and Provincial Tax Collectors 
raid Sovereign Mi’kmaq smoke shop 

Raid comes after controversial Band Council motion to “ban 
Mohawk Tobacco” from reserve was passed in July.

COLE HARBOUR, UNCEDED 
MI’KMAQ  TERRITORY – On 
Wednesday, Oct 6th, the RCMP es-
corted  Charles  Naugle,  a  Fuel  and 
Tobacco  Officer  of Service  Nova 
Scotia  and  Internal  Services,  into 
Cole Harbour, a district of Millbrook 
First  Nation,  where  he  and another 
officer  proceeded  to  confiscate  to-
bacco  products  sold  at  the High 
Grade Smoke Shop.

According  to  store  employees, 
Officer Naugle – who is a Provincial 
agent with no jurisdiction on Federal 
or  Indian lands –  took at  least  four 
boxes of  smokes,  tobacco chew and 
nicotine  vapes,  valued  at  around 
$30,000 retail. The paperwork left by 
Naugle indicated that the retail ven-
dor was at fault for having and selling 
tobacco “on which tax had not been 
paid” and which did not have “a pre-
scribed mark” required by Provincial 
law and which was purchased from a 
vendor  other  than one approved by 
the  Province  in  contravention  of 
the Revenue  Act  S.N.S.  1995-96. Of 

note,  the  words  “Indian,”  “Indige-
nous,” and “Treaty” do not even ap-
pear  once  in  the  entire  text  of 
the Revenue Act.

Millbrook First Nation Council-
lor Chris Googoo, the owner of High 
Grade Smoke Shop was outraged at 
the theft from his store and the viola-
tion of his constitutionally protected 

Aboriginal  and  Treaty  Rights.  In  a 
post to his Facebook page, Googoo 
wrote  that  “I  am not  in  any  agree-
ment  with  the  Band  and  or  in  any 
other  tobacco  agreements  with  the 
Province  or  any  other  government 
bodies.  This  provincial  Tobacco  act 
has  literally  nothing  to  do  with  me 
period.” 

Indeed,  the  actions  of  Officer 
Naugle are perplexing as they violate 
well  established  Canadian  law,  and 
Provincial  authorities  have  no  juris-
diction on Indian lands.  As Googoo 
noted,  “the Royal  Proclamation  of 
1763 protects  me  against  taxation. 
And the Indian Act sections 87, 88, 
and 89 protect me and my proper-
ty from illegal seizures. Treaty rights 
are  constitutionally  protected,  un-
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der Section 35 of the Constitutional 
Act which affirm and recognize our 
inherent and treaty rights.” 

Furthermore,  a 1752  treaty  be-
tween  the  Crown  and  the 
Mi’kmaq people  states  that  “It  is 
agreed that the said Tribe of Indians 
shall not be hindered from, but have 
free liberty of Hunting & Fishing as 
usual:  and  that  if  they  shall  think a 
Truckhouse  needful  at  the  River 
Chibenaccadie or any other place of 
their resort, they shall have the same 
built and proper Merchandize lodged 
therein, to be Exchanged for what the 
Indians shall have to dispose of, and 
that in the mean time the said Indi-
ans shall have free liberty to bring for 
Sale  to  Halifax  or  any  other  Settle-
ment  within  this  Province,  Skins, 
feathers, fowl, fish or any other thing 
they  shall  have  to  sell,  where  they 
shall  have  liberty  to  dispose  thereof 
to the best Advantage.”

Officer Naugle declined to com-
ment  for  this  article  when  reached 
over  the  phone,  stating  that  he  was 
“not  a  person  capable  of  making 

comments  to  the  media”  as  he  was 
“the  lowest  person  on  the  chain  of 
command on this issue” and said that 
a superior officer would speak of his 
behalf.  The  RCMP detachment  re-
sponsible for Cole Harbour were also 
asked  for  comment  and  have  not 
replied as of press time.  

RAID COMES IN THE WAKE 
OF CONTROVERSIAL 
COUNCIL DECISION 

The  raid  on  the  High  Grade 
Smoke Shop comes in the wake of a 
controversial decision made by a mi-
nority  of  Millbrook  First  Nation 
Chief  and Council  members  on July 
27th, 2022 when they passed a motion 
to  ban the  sale  of  Mohawk tobacco 
on their territory and stated that they 
would  call  the  RCMP to raid  shops 
that  continued  to  sell  sovereign  In-
digenous  tobacco.  This  initiative 
came  from  the  Band’s  Director  of 
Commercial  Operations,  James 
Stevens, who is also an elected Band 

Councillor,  and  was  seconded  by 
Councillor Anissa Blackmore. 

At  the  July  27th  Band  Council 
meeting,  Stevens  provided  Council 
with a report claiming that the Mill-
brook Indian Act Band Council  was 
losing hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars  due  to  customer  preference  for 
Mohawk rather  than  Canadian  ciga-
rettes. There are several shops on the 
reserve  selling  sovereign  Mohawk 
tobacco, and nine other stores selling 
only Band Council approved, Federal-
l y  and  Pro v inc ia l l y  s tamped 
tobacco. 

According  to  the  July  28,  2022 
report from Stevens, the band is cur-
rently stuck with $628,850.00 in over-
stock inventory of Canadian govern-
ment tobacco which nobody wants to 
buy. This product holds an estimated 
sales value of $807,020.50. According 
to Stevens’ projections, there will be a 
9000  carton  overstock  position  by 
year  end,  meaning  an  excess  of 
700,000 grams of tobacco, leading to 
what  he  calculates  as  an  estimated 
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Watch the 
videos!

Videos and the full audio of 
Chief Riley’s presentation in 
Millbrook last spring is avail-
able on our website at  
www.mikmaqrights.ca and 
on the Dispensing Freedom 
YouTube Channel . Vis i t 
www.dispensingfreedom.-
com/resources for more In-
d i g e n o u s c a n n a b i s re-
sources. 

overall  lost  profit  of  $400,000 for 
the Band’s commercial operations. 

At the council meeting, Stevens, 
who is paid for being both an elected 
Band Councillor and a Band Council 
employee,  put forward a motion to 
stop the sale  of  “Mohawk tobacco” 
with the proviso that if the sovereign 
shops  didn’t  stop  selling  it,  Band 
Council would direct the RCMP to 
raid the stores. 

VOTE PASSED WITH ONLY 
16% OF BAND COUNCIL 

MEMBERS VOTING FOR IT 
According to one Band member 

who was present during the meeting 
who  wishes  to  remain  anonymous, 
“The  motion  was  made  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  a  tobacco  agree-
ment with the Province. The motion 
said that it  would give those estab-
lishments  selling  Mohawk  tobacco 
two weeks notice to stop, and that if 
they  didn’t,  Chief  and  Council  will 
direct the RCMP to take action on 
those  shops.”  According  to  the 
member,  James  Stevens  also  said 
that,  “We  were  instructed  by  the 
RCMP that if there were other illicit 
products  in  those  stores,  such  as 
mushrooms  or  cannabis,  that  they 
would be taking everything.”

In  order  to  get  the  motion 
passed,  Stevens  insisted that  Coun-
cillors  Alex  Cope,  Chris  Googoo, 
Carley  Gloade,  Lisa  Marshall,  and 
Steven  Marshall  leave  the  meeting, 
claiming that they had a “conflict of 

interest” because they had a connec-
tion to tobacco sales in the territory. 
Two other councillors – Natasha Be-
nard  and  Ward  Markie  –  were  not 
present for the meeting.  Councillor 
Garrett  Gloade  abstained  on  the 
vote,  and  he  has  now indicated  to 
council  that  he  wants  his  vote 
changed  and  registered  as  a  no 
vote. 

The vote was ultimately  passed 
with only three of twelve Millbrook 
First Nation Band Councillors voting 
in favour of it (James Stevens as the 
mover, Anissa Blackmore as the sec-
onder,  and Zachary Julian).  Zachary 

Julian has since indicated that he too 
is not in favour of the motion, and 
said  that  he  felt  rushed  and  pres-
sured into making a decision without 
having enough information to make 
a proper decision. 

PROVINCIAL AGENT CHARLES NAUGLE (LEFT) AND COUNCILOR JAMES STEVENS (RIGHT).
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This means that decision to try 
and shut down the sovereign tobac-
co  industry  was  supported  by  only 
16% of Millbrook First Nation Band 
Councillors voting in favour of it. If 
Councillor  James  Stevens  is  indeed 
in a conflict of interest, in that he is 
also  a  Band  employee  running  the 
economic  development  department 
whose own bottom line and job op-
portunities will be greatly impacted 
by  the  decision  made  to  ban  sov-
ereign tobacco, the motion was only 
legitimately supported by one coun-
cillor, Anissa Blackmore. 

“THERE’S NO CONFLICT OF 
INTEREST WHEN IT COMES 

TO EXERCISING YOUR 
RIGHTS!” 

Chris  Googoo who was  one of 
the Band Councillors excluded for a 
“conflict  of  interest”  is  exploring 
options for legal action as a result of 
the decisions made in the meeting. 
In  a  Facebook  post  on  July  29th, 
Googoo wrote,  “I  am seeking  legal 
action  against  another  councillor 
that made a motion for our shops to 
be raided for Mohawk tobacco yes-
terday,  breaking  our  constitutional 
rights  as  sovereign  peoples  of  this 
land  of  ours.  This  councillor  was 
100% in a conflict of interest when 
making  this  motion,  because  they 
are a councillor, and also a band ad-
ministrative employee, and should of 
left that meeting like the rest of us 
that were in conflict. There needs to 
be accountability for anyone break-
ing policies for their own agenda.”

Selling tobacco as a trade item is 
a constitutionally protected Aborigi-
nal  and  Treaty  Right  for  Mi’kmaq 
people living on their unceded lands. 
According to former National Chief 
and  Hereditary  Chippewa  Crane 
Clan  Chief,  Del  Riley,  Mi’kmaq 
owners  of  stores  or  “truck  houses” 
have the Aboriginal and Treaty right 
to sell tobacco grown and produced 
by  Mohawks,  and  are  continuing  a 
centuries long nation-to-nation trad-
ing  relationship  with  the  Mohawk 
people by doing so. 

According to Chief  Riley,  “The 
fact that customers prefer Mohawk 
made product to Canadian products 
does not give Band Council any right 
to call in police to raid shops. If any-
thing, that should be an incentive for 
all the stores to sell Mohawk or oth-

er Indigenous tobacco products and 
to make the best business they can.”

Chief  Riley  also  noted  that  in 
excluding the council members exer-
cising  their  rights,  the  Band  was 
putting itself in legal jeopardy. “You 
can’t have conflict of interest when 
it comes to exercising your rights – 
you have the right to do it, full stop” 
said Chief Riley.

Chief Riley is returning to Mill-
brook  First  Nation  for  a series  of 
events from October 11-13th.

Millbrook  Chief  Bob  Gloade, 
Councillor  Anissa  Blackmore,  and 
Councillor  and  Director  of  Com-
mercial  Operations  James  Stevens 
were asked to provide comment for 
this  article  but  have not  replied to 
the request.   

The Mi’kmaq Rights Association has launched a petition on its website 
at https://mikmaqrights.ca/sign-the-petition/ to support Mi’kmaq 
cannabis rights. Those who leave their contact information and want to be 
contacted, will be informed of upcoming meetings, events, and news and 
information about Mi’kmaq cannabis rights. The text reads:


“We, the undersigned support the inherent and constitutionally protect-
ed right of Mi'kmaq people to grow, consume, and sell cannabis on their 
traditional territory in order to provide medicine and economic benefit to 
their people. We further call upon the RCMP to immediately cease and 
desist from raiding Mi'kmaq cannabis dispensaries, to drop all charges 
against those they have charged, and to return the medicines and money 
that they took.”

Sign the Petition!

WWW.MIKMAQRIGHTS.CA
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